
 
 

 

 
 

 

Windows & Linux to Displace Symbian as Dominant Force in 

Advanced Mobile Operating Systems 
New Report from The Diffusion Group Forecasts that 

Microsoft and Linux Will Surpass Rival Symbian by 2010 

 

February 7, 2006 (Dallas, Texas) - According to new research from The Diffusion Group, 

as demand for advanced mobile devices accelerates, the battle between mobile OS 

vendors will intensify with market-leader Symbian gradually losing share to both 

Microsoft's Mobile Windows and Linux. 

 

TDG's latest report, Advanced Mobile Operating Systems: Analysis & Forecasts, finds that 

at year-end 2005 Symbian enjoyed a market share of 51%, followed by Linux (23%) and 

Microsoft's mobile OS platforms (17%). Linux enjoyed a sizeable boost in shipments 

during the second half of 2005, something which very few forecasters were expecting 

but a trend which TDG believes will continue. 

 

"Symbian will maintain leading share through 2009, but 2007 will see the beginning of 

Symbian's decline in share as the combined market penetration of Windows, Linux, and 

native Java begin to erode developer and vendor support for Symbian," said Lee Allen, 

report author and lead mobile analyst with TDG. 

 

At year-end 2010, Symbian's market share of advanced mobile devices will decline to 

approximately 22%, behind both Windows (29%) and Linux (26%). 

 

Other key findings of the study include the following: 

 

 The main drivers of growth for advanced mobile operating systems will be the 

emergence of the Chinese market and the worldwide migration of users to more 

powerful devices as more sophisticated applications and seamless mobility are 

offered by operators. 

 Microsoft will leverage the presence of the Pocket PC and Smartphone versions of 

Windows Mobile, along with tight integration of Windows Mobile 5.0 with other 

Windows platforms, into a strong value proposition for enterprise and advanced 

consumer users. 

 The marketplace winner will be determined by factors such as integration with 

other platforms, how easy it is to develop applications, and the mix between 

looseness and tightness in the developer organization. 
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 The main result of crossfire between Linux and Windows Mobile will be to pave the 

way for SavaJe and other native Java platforms. 

 

TDG's latest research report, Advanced Mobile Operating Systems: Analysis & Forecasts, 

offers an extensive examination of the various drivers for advanced mobile device 

adoption; a detailed discussion of the key components of the various advanced 

mobile operating systems; an analysis of the forces at work behind pending market 

share shifts among mobile OS vendors; and global forecasts for mobile OS through 2010. 

 

The report is available at TDG’s website or by contacting the firm at 469.287.8050. 

 

 

 

About TDG 

The Diffusion Group is an intelligence innovator focused on the digital video ecosystem, 

offering market planning and research services to keep our clients In Front of the 

Curve.™   Since 2004, TDG has helped more than 250 technology leaders, media 

companies, and service providers to master the quantum shifts impacting how 

consumers access, navigate, distribute, and consume broadband media - whenever 

and wherever they may be. 
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